
 
 

Appendix C 
Districting and Redistricting 



Boundary Changes Made in the 2021–2022 School Year 
 
Northeast Area Elementary Boundary Study: 
 
Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) conducted the Northeast Area Elementary Boundary Study during 
the 2021–2022 school year which resulted in redistricting that will occur in phases based on estimated 
project completion timelines and availability of seats. Partial implementation will occur in Fall 2022, with 
the remainder expected in Fall 2023. The primary goal of the boundary study was to provide capacity 
relief in the region with the additional seats provided by the new Rossville Elementary and the 
replacement Red House Run Elementary. 
 
Through a nine-month boundary study process, new attendance zones were created from existing school 
zones in the area to balance utilization among schools. 
 

A boundary study committee convened in September 2021, charged with developing and reviewing 
potential redistricting alternatives. The committee, composed of parents, community members, school 
officials, and representatives of affected schools, met five times through December 2021, and ultimately 
voted on an option to recommend to the Board of Education. The recommendation was presented at the 
February 8, 2022, meeting of the Board of Education (BOE). The BOE public hearing on the recommended 
boundary change was held on February 16, 2022. The BOE voted on March 8, 2022, to implement Option 
2, adjusting boundaries for the following schools: Elmwood, Fullerton, Joppa View, McCormick, Perry Hall, 
Red House Run, Shady Spring, and Vincent Farm elementary schools. 
 
See the map “Recommended Option” below. 
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   COMMUNITY RELATIONS: Community Involvement 
 
Boundary Changes 
 
I.  Policy Statement 
 

A. The Board of Education of Baltimore County (Board) establishes school 
attendance areas in order to provide quality educational opportunities for all 
students and to promote the efficient use of school facilities and resources.  

 
B. The Board recognizes the importance of community involvement in its 

deliberations and decisions related to school attendance areas. 
 
 C. The Board shall determine, with the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, the geographical attendance area for each Baltimore 
County public school.   

 
II.  Implementation 
 

A. The Superintendent will develop procedures for school and community 
involvement in the development of recommendations for all boundary 
changes. 

 
B. The Board directs the Superintendent to implement this policy.  
 
 
 

Legal References: Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article §4-108, Duties in 
General 

 Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article §4-109, 
Establishment of Public Schools 

 Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 4-116, Selection 
of School Sites; Public Hearing 
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Related Policies:  Board of Education Policy 1200, Community Involvement 
   Board of Education Policy 1290, Closing of School Buildings 
   Board of Education Policy 5110, Admissions 
   Board of Education Policy 5140, School Attendance Areas 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy Board of Education of Baltimore County 
Adopted:  10/23/01        
Revised: 08/10/04 
Revised: 09/07/10 
Revised: 09/13/16 
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   COMMUNITY RELATIONS:  Community Involvement 
 
Boundary Changes 
 
I. Purpose 
 

To implement Board of Education of Baltimore County (Board) Policy 1280 by 
establishing procedures for school and community involvement in the development 
of recommendations for all school boundary changes. 

 
II. Definitions 
 

A. Boundary – A line that defines a school’s geographical attendance area; the 
official boundaries for each Baltimore County public school are maintained 
by the Office of Strategic Planning.   

 
B. State-Rated Capacity (SRC) – As defined by the state of Maryland, the 

maximum number of students who can reasonably be accommodated in a 
facility without significantly hampering delivery of the given educational 
program. The SRC is generally calculated as the product of the number of 
teaching stations in a school and a state-determined student-to-classroom 
ratio. 

 
III.  Boundary Change Process 
 

A. Boundary Study 
1. The superintendent may initiate a boundary study to develop 

recommendations for a boundary change to achieve one or more of 
the following objectives: 
a. To establish a boundary for a new school or an existing school 

under construction that will result in a change in SRC; 
b. To establish new boundaries in anticipation of a school closing; 
c. To maximize use of available space in schools; 
d. To align school feeder pattern areas; or 
e. To respond to a significant change in an academic program.  

2. The boundary study will be coordinated by the Office of Strategic 
Planning which will: 
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a. Recommend to the Superintendent which schools to include in 
the study; 

b. Recommend to the Superintendent a facilitator for the 
boundary study; 

c. Provide information and data to support the study process; and 
 d. Coordinate Boundary Study Committee meetings and public 

forums and maintain meeting records.  
3. Primary considerations that may guide the boundary study include: 
 a. Efficient use of capacity in affected schools; and 
 b. Maintaining or increasing the diversity among schools to 

reflect the diversity of the region and the school system. 
4. Secondary considerations that may guide the boundary study include, 

but are not limited to: 
 a. Maintaining the continuity of neighborhoods;  
 b. The impact of transportation and pedestrian patterns on 

students; 
 c. Minimizing the number of times any individual student is 

assigned to another school; 
 d. Long-term enrollment and capacity trends and future capital 

plans; 
 e. Location of feeder school boundaries and continuity of feeder 

patterns; or 
 f. Phasing in boundary changes by grade level for high schools.  

 
B. Boundary Study Committee 

1. The Superintendent will convene a Boundary Study Committee 
composed of the following members:  
a. Principals from each of the schools included in the boundary 

study;   
b. A teacher from each of the affected schools who is 

recommended by the school principal;  
c. Two (2) parents from each of the affected schools who are 

recommended by the school principal;  
d. A representative of the Board’s Area Education Advisory 

Council that serves the schools included in the boundary study; 
and   

e. Administrative staff: 
(1) Administrative staff may include representatives from: 
 (a) Strategic planning; 
 (b) Transportation; 
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(c) Curriculum and instruction; and 
 (d) Human resources. 
(2) Administrative staff shall provide data and information 

to support the process.  
2. The Boundary Study Committee will consider possible boundary 

change scenarios in accordance with considerations in Paragraphs 
III(A)(3) and III(A)(4) above.  

 a. Boundary Study Committee responsibilities will include, but 
not be limited to: 
(1) Determining scenarios to provide to the public in an 

information session; 
(2) Considering all information and data presented as well 

as input received from the public information session 
and survey; and 

(3) Recommending an option to the Superintendent to be 
presented to the Board. The Superintendent may request 
that the Boundary Study Committee continue 
deliberation and/or develop additional option(s). 

b. The Boundary Study Committee may call for a vote of its 
members as a means to advance its work and make a 
recommendation as follows: 
(1) Principals and administrative staff may not vote; 
(2) The vote will be conducted by the study facilitator; 
(3) Any voting member of the committee may choose to 

vote or to abstain from voting; and 
(4) Votes will be recorded. 

 
IV. Community Engagement 
 

A. Meetings 
1. Meetings of the Boundary Study Committee will be publicly 

advertised. 
2. The public may attend and observe the Boundary Study Committee 

meetings. 
3. Boundary Study Committee meetings will be streamed live and/or 

recorded and made available on the on the school system’s Web site. 
 4. All information provided to the Boundary Study Committee at its 

meetings will be posted on the school system’s Web site following the 
meeting. 
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B. Public Information Session for Affected Schools 
1. The Boundary Study Committee will present boundary change 

options in a public information session prior to the committee’s final 
deliberation and recommendation. 

2. The date, time and location of the public information session will be 
announced at least ten calendar days prior to the session. 
 

C. The public will be invited to participate in a survey regarding options 
presented at the public information session. The survey results will be 
provided to the Boundary Study Committee prior to the final deliberation and 
recommendation of the committee. 

 
V. Timing 
 
 The Boundary Study Committee’s recommendation shall be made before the end of 

the school year prior to the boundary change’s intended implementation. 
 
VI. Recommendation 

 
The community superintendent(s) will present the Boundary Study Committee’s 
recommendation to the Board in open session at a regular meeting of the Board. 
 

VII. Board Public Hearing 
 

A. The Board shall schedule a public hearing in order to receive comment from 
the public regarding the recommended boundary change. 
 

B. The public hearing will be held no fewer than ten calendar days prior to final 
action by the Board.  

 
VIII. Approval 

 
After the public hearing, the Board will take final action on the boundary change 
recommendation in open session at a regular meeting of the Board. 
 

IX. Emergencies 
 
Each step in the boundary change process may be condensed or changed when 
implementation of the boundary change is required due to emergency 
circumstances. 
 



  RULE 1280 
                                                            

6 
Copyright ©2019 Baltimore County Public Schools. All rights reserved. 

 

Legal References: Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 4-108, Powers 
and Duties of Board 

 Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 4-109, Public 
Schools and Attendance Areas 

 Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 4-116, Selection 
of School Sites; Public Hearing 

 
 
Related Policies:  Board of Education Policy 1200, Community Involvement 
 Board of Education Policy 1290, Closing of School Buildings 
 Board of Education Policy 5140, Assignment and/or Special 

Permission Transfer  
 
 
Rule Superintendent of Schools 
Approved: 09/07/10 
Revised: 07/09/19 
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STUDENTS:  Enrollment and Attendance 

Assignment and/or Special Permission Transfer 

I. Policy Statement 

A. The Board of Education of Baltimore County (Board), with the advice of the 
Superintendent, shall determine the geographical attendance area for each 
Baltimore County Public School (BCPS).  Students are assigned and 
expected to attend their home school, unless approval is given in accordance 
with the applicable Board of Education policies and Superintendent’s rules. 

B. The Board recognizes that a student may apply for a transfer to a school other 
than the student’s home school. 

II. Definitions

A. Home School – The school serving the school attendance area in which the 
student is domiciled with his/her parent or guardian. 

B. Special Permission Transfer – An approved transfer, based on specified 
criteria, for a student to attend a school that is not his/her home school. 

III. Standards

A. All schools shall have designated school attendance areas as determined by 
the Board. Students are assigned to attend their home school. 

B. The Superintendent shall develop procedures and guidelines for the 
enrollment and transfer of a student to a school other than his/her home 
school. Such a transfer shall be referred to as a “Special Permission 
Transfer.” 

IV. Implementation

The Board directs the Superintendent to implement this policy. 

Legal References: Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 4-101, Control and 
Promotion of Education 
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 4-109, 
Establishment of Public Schools 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 7-101, Admission 

of Students; Location; Kindergarten Programs 

Related Policies: Board of Education Policy 5100, Compulsory Attendance 
Board of Education Policy 5110, Admission 
Board of Education Policy 5150, Resident and Nonresident Student 

Eligibility 
Board of Education Policy 6400, Magnet Programs 
Board of Education Policy 8340, Appeal Before the Board of 

Education 
Board of Education Policy 8341, Appeal Before a Hearing Examiner 
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  STUDENTS:  Enrollment and Attendance 

Assignment and/or Special Permission Transfer 

I. Purpose 

A. To provide procedures and guidelines for special permission transfers in 
Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) for students in Grades K-12. 

B. In accordance with Board of Education of Baltimore County (Board) Policy 
5140, each Baltimore County public school will have a designated school 
attendance area.  Students shall attend the school serving the school 
attendance area in which their parents have a bona fide domicile, unless an 
exception is granted in accordance with the procedures and guidelines 
provided herein. 

II. Definitions

A. Business Day – Any day that the central offices of the school system are open
for business or as provided on the official school system calendar. 

B. Child – Any child who meets all state requirements for enrollment and who 
is not currently enrolled in a Baltimore County public school. 

C. Child of an Employee – A dependent child of a BCPS employee.  This 
includes: 
1. A biological child;
2. A legally adopted child;
3. A child for whom the employee has legal guardianship;
4. A stepchild, when the employee’s spouse resides with the employee

and the employee’s spouse is the child’s natural or adoptive parent;
and

5. A foster child placed in the employee’s home by a state agency or a
licensed child placement agency.

D. Employee – A certificated or non-certificated individual who is an employee 
of the Board for a least 9 months a year and as defined by §6–404 and §6–
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501 of the Education Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.  For the 
purpose of this rule, an employee does not include a temporary or contractual 
employee. 

 
E. File – An appeal will be deemed to have been timely filed if, before the 

expiration of time, it has been:  
  1.  Delivered to the appropriate BCPS administrative office; or  

 2.  Deposited in the United States mail, as registered or certified or 
express mail, or deposited with a delivery service such as Federal 
Express, UPS or DHL that provides verifiable tracking of the item 
from the point of origin.  

 
F. Fraudulent Enrollment – Refers to the intentional misrepresentation of 

documentation or material fact regarding domicile, providing false 
information on the Special Permission Transfer application and/or the failure 
to notify BCPS of a change in domicile or a change in hardship conditions 
for which the special permission transfer was approved.  Any such change 
must be provided to the school principal within fifteen (15) business days of 
occurrence. 

 
G. Home School – The school serving the school attendance area in which the 

student is domiciled with his/her parent.  
 
H. Overcrowded School – A school is deemed to be overcrowded when one or 

more of the following conditions exists: 
 1. Current or projected student enrollment in the requested school is 

equivalent to or exceeds state-approved building capacity; 
 2. Average class size of the requested grade is equivalent to or exceeds 

Board-approved staffing guidelines; or 
 3. Enrollment in the requested program of study is equivalent to or 

exceeds staffing allocation.  
 
I. Parent – The biological or adoptive parent, legal guardian or person acting 

in the absence of the parent or guardian. 
 
J. Primary Work Site – The physical location where the employee receives 

his/her mail and maintains his/her office.  For employees with split work 
sites, the primary work site means the work location identified by the 
Department of Human Resources’ information system. 

 
K. Principal – The principal of a school or the principal’s designee. 
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 L. Program of Study – An academic program in which the student completes a 

specified sequence of courses.  Program of study does not include 
electives/special areas or extracurricular activities.   

 
M. Receiving School – The school where the student is seeking to be enrolled by 

Special Permission Transfer. 
 
N. Sibling – A brother, sister, half-brother, half-sister, stepbrother, stepsister or 

foster child who is domiciled in Baltimore County in the same residence as 
the student who is enrolled in the requested school.  

 
O. Special Permission Transfer – An approved transfer, based on specified 

criteria, for a student to attend a school that is not his/her home school.  
 
P. Student – A school-aged child who meets specified conditions for 

establishing domicile in Baltimore County and who is currently enrolled in a 
BCPS school. 

 
Q. Terminal Grade – Grades 5, 8 and 12. 
 

III. Guidelines 
 

 A student attending a public school in Baltimore County is expected to attend 
the home school that serves the attendance area in which the student’s parents 
are domiciled.  Transfers from the home school may be permitted as outlined 
in this rule. 
 

 B. A special permission transfer may be requested for students in Grades K – 
12.     

 
 C. Prekindergarten students are not eligible for a special permission transfer.  

The Office of Early Childhood shall be responsible for determining the 
placement of a prekindergarten-eligible student. 

 
 D. Special permission transfer requests related to application and admission to 

a magnet school must be made in accordance with Board Policy and 
Superintendent’s Rule 6400, Magnet Programs. 
 

E. A special permission transfer will be approved when one of the following 
 conditions exists: 
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1. Terminal Grade
A student has completed Grade 4, 7 or 11 and moves to different
school attendance area in Baltimore County after the end of the school
year, but wishes to complete elementary, middle or high school in
his/her current school.

2. Program of Study
a. A student desires to pursue a curricular, sequential program of

study not offered in the student’s regularly assigned school.
b. The student must have met the stated prerequisites for the

requested program of study.
c. An application for Special Permission Transfer made under

this Subparagraph will be denied if enrollment in the requested
program of study is equivalent to or exceeds staffing
allocation.

d. An application for Special Permission Transfer made under
this Subparagraph will be denied if the school is otherwise
overcrowded as defined in Paragraph II(H).

3. Change of Residence
a. A student has moved from one school attendance area to a

different school attendance area in Baltimore County during
the regular school year, but wishes to continue attending his or
her school in his or her previous attendance area until
completion of the school year. The family must provide the
principal of the school the student currently attends with proof
of the new address in Baltimore County as outlined in
Superintendent’s Rule 5150, Resident and Nonresident Student
Eligibility.

b. A student plans to move from one school attendance area to a
different attendance area on or before November 1 of the
current school year.
(1) A student must demonstrate definite plans to move to a

different attendance area, as follows: 
(a) Proof of purchase or rental must be provided 

with the application for student transfer. 
(b) The new residence must be the primary 

permanent residence for the student and the 
student’s family and must be located within the 
receiving school’s attendance area. 

(c) Additional documentation may be requested to 
establish that the new residence is a bona fide 
domicile for the student. 
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 (2) If the student is not domiciled with his/her parent in the 
new attendance area by November 1, the student will be 
withdrawn at the end of the semester.  

  4. Child of an Employee 
a. The parent is a BCPS employee and is requesting a Special 

Permission Transfer to the school where the parent is employed 
or to the school nearest the employee’s primary work site. 
(1) The employee’s primary work site must be located 

within the attendance area of the receiving school.  
(2) If the receiving school is overcrowded, the student will 

be given the option of applying for a special permission 
transfer to another school that is not overcrowded and 
whose boundary is adjacent to the employee’s primary 
work site. 

b. If the employee’s primary work site and the requested school 
is a magnet school, the employee’s child must be an eligible 
applicant and meet the admissions criteria as outlined in 
Superintendent’s Rule 6400, Magnet Programs.   

  c. An application for Special Permission Transfer made under 
this Subparagraph will be denied if the requested school is 
overcrowded as defined in Paragraph II(H). 

  5. Child Care 
a. The parent of an elementary school student demonstrates 

hardship in obtaining appropriate full-time before- and/or 
after-school supervision of the student within the boundaries 
of the school where the child is domiciled.  The parent shall 
provide documentation concerning the child care provider, 
including the provider’s name, address and telephone number. 

b. A student is severely or profoundly disabled and the parent 
provides documentation of child care, and after consultation 
with the appropriate offices including, but not limited to, the 
Offices of Special Education, Health Services and 
Transportation. 

c. An application for Special Permission Transfer made under 
this Subparagraph will be denied if the requested school is 
overcrowded as defined in Paragraph II(H).    

 6. Boundary Changes 
  a. During the first year of a boundary change, when a student is 

currently enrolled in Grades 4-5, 7-8 or 11-12 of the school 
affected by a change in attendance area, and the student wishes 
to remain in the school through his/her terminal grade.  
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b. If a student who meets the criteria in Subparagraph III(E)(6)(a)
has a sibling who is currently enrolled in the affected school,
the sibling will be given the option of remaining in the affected
school through his/her terminal grade.

7. Siblings
a. The sibling of a currently enrolled student wishes to attend the

same school as the enrolled student, such request may be
approved if:
(1) The sibling is domiciled in Baltimore County in the

same residence as the student who is enrolled in the 
requested school. 

(2) The sibling is enrolled on the first day of school of the 
requested school year. 

b. An application for Special Permission Transfer made under
this Subparagraph will be denied if the requested school is
overcrowded as defined in Paragraph II(H).

F. Medical/Student Adjustment 
A special permission transfer may be approved for medical/student 
adjustment under the following conditions:  
1. The student demonstrates exceptional hardship for reasons of medical,

emotional or social adjustment.
a. Independent, detailed documentation substantiating the

circumstances (e.g., from physicians, psychologists, social
workers or counselors) is required and must be attached to the
Application for Special Permission Transfer for
Medical/Student Adjustment. (Rule 5140, Form B)

b. All applications for medical/student adjustment shall be
submitted to the Director of School Climate and reviewed by
the Coordinator of Health Services and/or the Coordinator of
Psychological Services prior to making a decision.

2. The Director of School Climate, or his/her designee, is responsible for
determining whether an application for Special Permission Transfer
under this Subparagraph may be granted.

3. The Director of School Climate, or his/her designee, shall determine
the appropriate placement of a student approved for special
permission transfer due to medical/student adjustment.  An approved
placement under this Subparagraph is not subject to appeal.

4. Overcrowded conditions and boundary changes will not preclude
approval under this Subparagraph.
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IV. Application Procedure 
 
 A. The following procedures shall be followed when a student is requesting 

special permission to attend a school outside his or her home school. 
 

B. Student Transfer Application  
 1. The parent must complete the Application for Special Permission 

Transfer, K-12, and submit the completed application form with 
requisite supporting documentation as provided herein to the principal 
of the receiving school.  

 2. The Application for Special Permission Transfer is attached hereto as 
Rule 5140, Form A. 

 
C. Student Transfer Application for Medical/Student Adjustment 
 1. The parent must complete the Application for Special Permission 

Transfer for Medical/Student Adjustment and submit the completed 
application to the Director of School Climate, along with supporting 
documentation that demonstrates exceptional hardship for reasons of 
medical, emotional or social adjustment.   

 2. The Application for Special Permission Transfer for Medical/Student 
Adjustment is attached hereto as Rule 5140, Form B. 

 
 D. Applications for the succeeding school year must be submitted between April 

1 and June 1 of the current school year.   The deadline for application 
submission will be waived if documentation accompanies the application and 
substantiates one or more of the following conditions: 

 1. The student is a new resident of Baltimore County; 
 2. There is an emergency or event that could not have been foreseen and 

can be documented as such; or  
 3. Information or documentation supporting the transfer request was not 

available between April 1 and June 1. 
 
 E. The student shall be enrolled in and attend the home school serving his/her 

attendance area while the special permission transfer request is being 
processed.   
 

V. Application Review Process Receiving School (Rule 5140, Form A) 
 
 A. The school will date and time stamp each application immediately upon 

receipt in the order in which it is received. 
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 B. The principal will review the application and: 
  1. Consult with the home school principal, as appropriate.  
  2. Verify that the student is domiciled in Baltimore County or has been 

approved for enrollment as a nonresident student and that the student 
is currently enrolled in his/her home school. 

 
 C. The principal will deny the application for one or more of the following 

reasons: 
  1. Current or projected student enrollment in the requested school is 

equivalent to or exceeds state-approved building capacity; 
  2. Average class size of the requested grade is equivalent to or exceeds 

Board-approved staffing guidelines; 
  3. Enrollment in the requested program of study is equivalent to or 

exceeds staff allocations; 
  4. Reason for transfer is inconsistent with policy and rule; 
  5. Lack of appropriate documentation;  
  6. The application was not submitted within the required timeline and/or 

the parent provided no documentation to support the late filing;  
  7. The requested school is a new school in the first year of operation; or 
  8. The requested school is in the first year of a boundary change. 
 
VI. Application Review Process Medical/Student Adjustment (Rule 5140, Form B) 
 

 A. The Director of School Climate (director) or his/her designee will review the 
application and complete the following. 

  1. Consult with the home school principal and receiving school 
principal, as appropriate.  

  2. Verify that the student is domiciled in Baltimore County or has been 
approved for enrollment as a nonresident student and that the student 
is currently enrolled in his/her home school. 

  3. Forward documentation of a medical or emotional/social adjustment 
hardship for review: 

   a. Documentation demonstrating a medical hardship shall be 
forwarded to the Coordinator of Health Services for evaluation 
and consultation.  

   b. Documentation demonstrating an emotional or social 
adjustment hardship or documentation from mental health or 
medical professionals shall be forwarded to the Office of 
Psychological Services for evaluation and consultation. 
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   c. Documentation concerning bullying, harassment or 
intimidation shall be forwarded to the executive director of the 
Department of School Safety for evaluation and consultation. 

 
 B. The director or his/her designee will deny an application for one or more of 

the following reasons: 
  1. Reason for transfer is inconsistent with policy and rule; 
  2. Lack of appropriate documentation; or 
  3. The application was not submitted within the required timeline and/or 

the parent provided no documentation to support the late filing.  
    
VII. Notification of Decision 
 
 A. The principal or director will render a decision no later than July 1, except as 

provided below: 
  1. Decisions concerning admission to kindergarten will be rendered 

 before the beginning of the school year.  
 2. For applications filed for a transfer during the current school year, the 

principal or director will make every effort to issue a decision within 
ten (10) business days.  

 
 B. The principal or director will indicate his/her approval or denial of the 

application in the appropriate section of the application.  If denied, the 
reason(s) for denial will be clearly marked.   

 
 C. The original application will be forwarded to the parent with copies to:   
  1. Executive director, social-emotional support; 
  2. Home school principal; 
  3. Receiving school principal; and 
  4. Student’s official school record.  
 
VIII. Student Contract for Special Permission Transfer 
 
 A. The student’s enrollment shall be conditional upon completing and signing 

the Student Contract for Special Permission Transfer.  (Rule 5140, Form C).   
 
 B. The completed and signed Student Contract must be submitted to the 

receiving principal.  
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C. A student who has failed to meet the conditions of the Student Contract may 
be withdrawn at the end of the school year for any one of the following 
reasons: 
1. Absences resulting in an attendance rate that does not meet the state

standard of 94% for any given marking period, unless the absence is
a verified, lawful absence as provided in Superintendent’s Rule 5120,
Attendance and Excuses.

2. Accumulated tardiness in excess of 6%, unless the tardiness is a
verified, lawful absence as provided in Superintendent’s Rule 5120,
Attendance and Excuses.

3. Three (3) or more suspensions, including in-school suspensions, out
of school suspensions or suspensions to the pupil personnel worker.

4. Suspension to the superintendent’s designee resulting in disciplinary
action.

5. The student’s final report card fails to meet the following grading
criteria:
a. High School – A 2.0 GPA with no more than one (1) failing

grade and a passing grade in the student’s program of study.
b. Middle School – A “C” average with no more than one (1)

failing grade.
c. Elementary Grades K-2 – Grading is developmental and does

not apply.
d. Elementary Grades 3-5 – A “C” average with no more than one

(1) failing grade.
6. There is a change in reason for which the transfer was granted.

Siblings who were approved for enrollment under this rule will not be
affected by the withdrawal of a student under this subparagraph.

D. A student who fails to meet the conditions of the Student Contract for Special 
Permission Transfer and who is approaching terminal-year status will be 
withdrawn by no later than the final day of school and terminal-year status 
will not apply.   

IX. Conditions

A. Any student who is granted a special permission transfer must maintain 
appropriate behavior, attend school regularly and demonstrate academic 
progress. 

B. A special permission transfer is approved until the student completes the 
terminal grade of a school level, except when: 
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  1. A student voluntarily withdraws from the receiving school; 
  2. A student withdraws from the program of study under which the 

transfer was granted; 
  3. A student withdraws from a magnet program within a comprehensive 

school that is not his/her home school; or 
  4. A special permission transfer is granted for the purpose of Change of 

Residence from Attendance Area and is approved for one school year 
only.  

 
 C. Any student who is granted a special permission transfer and who completes 

a terminal grade must attend the middle or high school serving the attendance 
area where the student is domiciled with his/her parent, unless a new special 
permission transfer application is approved.   

 
 D. Parents are responsible for providing transportation to and from the receiving 

school unless the student can be accommodated by the existing bus routes 
and existing bus stops of that school.  In such instances, the parents/guardians 
are responsible for providing transportation to and from the existing bus stop. 

 
X. Fraudulent Enrollment 
 

A. A parent shall notify the school of any change in domicile or change in reason 
for which the special permission was approved. Failure to notify the school 
within fifteen (15) business days of any change may result in the student 
being withdrawn from school. 

 
B. If non-residency or non-custody of an enrolled student is suspected, the 

matter will be referred to the Office of Pupil Personnel Services for 
investigation.   

 
C. If a student is found to be fraudulently enrolled in a Baltimore County public 

school, the school will issue a letter notifying the parent that the student will 
be withdrawn in ten (10) business days; the letter will advise the parent of 
his/her right to appeal the finding. 

 
D. If a student is found to be fraudulently enrolled, he or she is precluded from 

applying for a special permission transfer to the same receiving school during 
the school year.   
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XI. Special Conditions 
 
 Special permission transfers will not be accepted if one of the following conditions 

applies at the receiving school: 
 
  A. The school is a new school and is in its first school year of operation; or 
 
 B. The school is in its first school year of a boundary change, except as 

authorized in Paragraph III(E)(7). 
 
XII. Appeal Process 
 

A. Appeal to the Executive Director 
1. A decision of the principal or director to deny a special permission 

transfer application under this Rule may be appealed to the Executive 
Director of Social-Emotional Support. 

2. The appeal must be made in writing and filed with the Executive 
Director within fifteen (15) business days of the date the application 
is denied.  

3. The appeal must include the following: 
 a. The full name, mailing address and telephone number for the 

person filing the appeal or that person’s designated 
representative. 

 b. A copy of the application signed by the principal.  
 c. A concise statement of the issues presented and the facts about 

which the person is appealing. 
4. The Executive Director, or his/her designee, will review the facts of 

the case and issue a final decision in writing. The Executive Director, 
or his/her designee, will make every effort to issue a written decision 
within thirty (30) business days of the receipt of the written appeal. 

 
B. Appeal to the Superintendent 
 1. If the appeal is denied or the party is not satisfied with the decision 

rendered by the Executive Director, he/she may further appeal that 
decision by filing an appeal with the Superintendent. 

 2. The appeal must be made in writing and filed with the Superintendent 
within ten (10) business days of the date of the Executive Director’s 
decision.   

 3. The Superintendent, or his/her designee, will review the facts of the 
case and issue a final decision in writing.  The Superintendent or 
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designee will make every effort to issue a written decision within 
forty-five (45) business days of the receipt of the appeal.   

 
C. Appeal to the Board of Education 

1. A decision of the Superintendent, or his/her designee, regarding 
enrollment or withdrawal under this Rule may be appealed to the 
Board of Education of Baltimore County. 

2. The appeal must be made in writing and filed with the Board within 
thirty (30) calendar days of the date of the Superintendent’s 
decision. 

3. The procedures for filing an appeal with the Board are outlined in 
Board Policy 8340, Appeal Before the Board of Education. 

 
 D.   For all appeals filed under this paragraph, electronic transmittals will not be 

accepted. 
 
 
Legal References:   Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 4-205, Powers and 

Duties of County Superintendent 
 Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 6-404, Designation 

of Exclusive Representative for Employees; Specific Units 
 Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 6-501, Definitions 
 Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article § 7-101, Admission 

of Students; Location; Kindergarten Programs 
 
 
Related Policies: Board of Education Policy 5100, Compulsory Attendance 
 Board of Education Policy 5110, Admission 
 Board of Education Policy 5150, Resident and Nonresident Student 

Eligibility 
 Board of Education Policy 6400, Magnet Programs 
 Board of Education Policy 8340, Appeal Before the Board of 

Education 
 Board of Education Policy 8341, Appeal Before a Hearing Examiner 
 
 
Rule Superintendent of Schools 
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Revised: 11/23/93 
Revised: 04/11/00 
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